
South African Respiratory Journal Vol 18 No 396

CONGRESS PROGRAMME

Editorial: Forging a Collaboration between the 
Society of Pulmonology of the Indian Ocean 
Islands and the SA Thoracic Society: a bridge 
across the Indian Ocean
Tanguy	B	MD,	Paratian	C	MD,	Chung	KF	MD,		and	Lalloo	UG	MD

The second combined congress of the Society of Pulmonology 
of the Indian Ocean Islands (SPOI) and the South African 
Thoracic Society (SATS) will be held in KwaZulu-Natal 
South Africa from the 27-30th November 2012. It represents 
a milestone in forging collaboration between the 2 thoracic 
societies.
 The SPOI (Société de Pneumologie de l’Océan Indien) was 
founded in 1996 and has its headquarters in the Respiratory 
Department of the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire (CHU) 
of Saint-Denis, Réunion Island. It is a professional society 
dedicated to the promotion of lung health in the Indian 
Ocean Islands - Comores, Madagascar, Mauritius including 
Rodrigues, Réunion, and Seychelles - through training, 
education, research and advocacy.
 Three presidents have served the SPOI: Dr Ahmed Zaidou 
from 1996 to 2000, Dr Bernard Tanguy from 2000 to 2004 
and Dr Comrasamy Paratian since 2004. Prof Lalloo has been 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the SPOI since 2009.
  The SPOI is above all a meeting place where 
professionals devoted to respiratory healthcare can exchange 
their experiences. These professionals include radiologists, 
epidemiologists, thoracic surgeons, oncologists, infectious 
disease specialists, intensivists, nurses, kinesiotheliogists and 
engineers together with pulmonologists.
 SPOI federates the existing pulmonology societies of the 
Indian Ocean Islands: the SPMAD (Société de Pneumologie 
de Madagascar) and the MRS (Mauritius Respiratory 
Society). SPOI has strong links with the SPLF (Société de 
Pneumologie de Langue Française), the French Pneumology 
Society. Since 2001, Dr François Bonnaud of the Board of 
Directors of the SPLF participated at our annual meeting. 
Our General Secretary, Dr Claude Bertin, and Dr Dinnoo 
Vinod promoted our relationship with eminent French 
pulmonologists participating at our annual meeting. SPOI is 
also honoured by the presence on the Board of Directors of 
Prof Ali Ben Kheder from Tunisia, Dr Bernard Pigearias from 
France, the vice president of the SPLF. Prof Umesh Lalloo 
of the SATS, Dr Reesaul of the MRS and Dr Ralison of the 
SPMAD also serve as Vice Presidents of the SPOI. Prof Kian 
Fan Chung from the Imperial College and Royal Brompton 
Hospital of the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute in 
London has served the SPOI over a decade providing scientific 
leadership by chairing the Scientific Committee of the SPOI 
and facilitated the collaboration between the SPOI and SATS. 
Prof Chung is a Mauritian by birth and his contribution fulfils 
a desire to serve his motherland. 
 SPOI has organised 11 congresses since 2000. These were 
held in:
Réunion Island - 2000; Réunion Island - 2001; Réunion 
Island - 2002; Majunga, Madagascar - 2003; Mauritius - 

2004; Réunion Island - 2005; Mauritius – 2006; Cape Town, 
South Africa, in collaboration with SATS - 2007; Seychelles 
- 2008; Mauritius - 2010; Réunion Island - 2011
 The last congress was preceded by a successful workshop 
for Indian Ocean practitioners on interventional pulmonology, 
with contribution from Dr Jean-Paul Homasson (France).
 Prof Fan Chung, of Imperial College, London, a regular 
speaker at the SPOI congresses was appointed in 2007 
Scientific Director of the SPOI. Thanks to the initiative of 
Prof Lalloo, the first SATS - SPOI pulmonology congress 
was organised in November, 2007 at Cape Town.
 Prof Lalloo, in his capacity as International Regent of the 
American College of Chest Physicians, was also instrumental 
in inviting the then President of the American College of 
Chest Physicians, Prof Sidney Braman, to the Cape Town 
congress in 2007. Prof Philip J. Thompson, President of the 
Thoracic Society of Australia and New Zealand was a guest 
at our 2008 Congress.
 The SPOI is keen to forge a long term relationship with 
SATS. This is a strategic collaboration as SPOI and SATS 
are geographically linked in the Southern hemisphere, many 
of the challenges in pulmonology are similar. SPOI can also 
learn many lessons from its SA neighbour about the TB 
and HIV epidemics. Despite the SPOI being predominantly 
francophone and SATS anglophone, the collaboration has 
thus far been collegial and productive. Interestingly, mutual 
links with the UK, France, USA, Australia and New Zealand 
serve to expand this collaboration across continents.
 The SPOI looks forward to yet another successful 
congress in South Africa and to strengthen ties with academic 
colleagues and institutions.
  We must also thank the Espace Francophone de 
Pneumologie, and the pharmaceutical industry as well as 
healthcare providers for their logistic support.
 SPOI has to face tremendous challenges. Its financial 
resources are limited, the medical means and cultural 
environment of its members are diverse. Despite these 
challenges, SPOI has been able to maintain a high level 
of respiratory training through its workshops and annual 
meetings. It has enabled its members to travel and keep 
abreast of advances in pulmonology. This has contributed 
the improvement in the management of respiratory diseases 
in the Indian Ocean Islands. In this sphere, SPOI has been 
a pulmonary link between low and high income countries. 
The voluntary contributions of distinguished pulmonologists 
enable SPOI to have an optimistic view of its future. SPOI has 
great expectations of the combined SATS/SPOI Pulmonology 
Congress in November 2012.
 SPOI sends its best wishes to SATS and the South African 
hosts.


